Extensions

Basics of Probability

Probability in Advertising 

Ask students to look at newspapers and magazines for examples of how numbers are used in advertisements. For example, it is not unusual to see something like “two-thirds less fat than the other leading brand” or “four out of five dentists recommend Brand T gum for their patients who chew gum.” Why do advertisers use numbers like these? What information are they trying to convey? Do students think that the numbers give accurate information about a product? Why or why not?

They Said What?
Ask students to look at newspapers or magazines for examples of how politicians, educators, environmentalists, or others use data such as statistics and probability. Then have them analyze the use of the information. Why did the person use data? What points were effectively made? Was the data useful? Did the data strengthen the argument? Have students provide evidence to support their ideas.
