TMP Lesson Writing Project – Assessment

Mathematics Assessment Item Review Checklist

Target Match
· Does the item ask students to use the knowledge and/or skills described in the target?

· For multiple-choice items, is each distracter relevant to the target being measured?

· For open-ended items, does the student expectation demonstrate the targeted knowledge and/or skills and match the requirements of the item?

Grade Appropriateness

· Is it clear from reading the stem what the student is supposed to do?

· Is the item written within the limits of the College Readiness Standards?

· Can students respond accurately and effectively using only the information provided and their own mathematics knowledge and skills?

· Does the item contain developmentally appropriate context while minimizing reading?

· Is the item free of possible cultural or linguistic regionalisms (e.g., idioms)?

· Will the open-ended item result in sufficient work for the number of points in the rubric?

· Are the demands of the multiple-choice item worthy of a 1-point score?

Multiple Choice Item Options
· Can the item be answered before reading the answer and distracter options?

· Are the answer options clear and concise?

· Is there one and only one correct answer?

· Are the distracters something a student might choose if s/he doesn’t have the targeted knowledge and/or skill (a common error or misconception)? Is there a rationale for each distracter?

· Is each distracter at a difficulty level appropriate to both the target and the grade level?

· Can an algebraic item be answered with just substitution? Is that what you are assessing?

Open-Ended Item Rubrics
· Does the rubric assign scores only for the targeted mathematics knowledge and/or skill?

· Does the stem ask for all that the rubric requires?

· Do the different score points reflect different levels of performance?

Style/Format
· Are any sketches or charts clear, correct, necessary, and grade level appropriate?
· Is the item formatted so that it is not unnecessarily difficult or time consuming?

· Is the item sufficiently scaffolded for the age of the students?

· Does the phrase “use words, numbers, or diagrams” fit the demands of the item OR is the statement omitted if not needed?
· Is bolding and bulleting used appropriately?
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