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Feedback from High School Teachers and College Instructors

TMP Math Meeting

May 10, 2007

The following are comments gathered from a questionnaire given to high school math teachers and counselors, and college math instructors.  The comments were then numbered and placed into the following categories.
The Need to Dialog and Share Information between High Schools and Colleges
1. “Sharing, questions, answers, ideas with teachers from colleges.  Learning that the math entrance requirements are addressed differently at colleges.”

2. The shared college information about course content and discussion with college instructors.”

3. “This type. School-based meetings to share these topics and all of the resources.”

4. “Great discussion and sharing of ideas.”

5. “Continue opportunities for collaboration.”

6. “Math methods of delivery sharing with other math teachers.”

7. “It was good to hear from the college instructors (I am a h.s. teacher).”
8.  “It was good to hear the high school teachers discussing the perceived disconnect between WASL Prep and College Readiness.”

9.  “Hearing the different perspectives (high school, community colleges, 4 year univ.), listening to teachers, discovering what other schools are doing and what they’re struggling with.”

10.  “The WCC Instructor, Russ, was very informative and helpful.  Especially seeing what topics are discussed/covered in each course that is taught at WCC.”

11. “Interesting to get into the math teacher’s mindset.”

12.  “The opportunity to dialogue with WCC instructors, teachers from other districts and/or schools is always valuable.  Thank you for putting this together.”

13.  “Hearing directly from the college and BTC folks.  Talking to other districts.”

14. “More discussion with college instructors and with high school.”

15. “Help to continue the dialogue between high schools and colleges-very helpful discussion for me today.”

16. “Continue talking.”

17. “How often will we be meeting?  I believe this communication is necessary for all parties and it just has not occurred.”

18. “More of the same please.”

19. “Have college level folks come and talk to our high school students to they hear from the “real” source what they need to do to be college ready.”

20. “Workshops that involve more of the math teachers in the county.”

Informal/Small Group Discussion Helpful
21. “I liked the breakout/informal discussion.”

22. “Yes-especially the small group discussion.”

23. “Time to discuss difficult and important topics.”

 24.  “Discussion time is nice and not often available from day to day.”

Structure with a Purpose: Specific Goals/Call to Action
25. “The discussion was fine but if this is to be the format of future meetings I will have to pass.  I would like to have some assurance that some actions will be implemented as a result of the project.  Discussion is fine but we need a structure.  For example, we could . 

a.  Identify barriers to College Readiness in Whatcom County

b. Share ideas of strategies that other schools are using.

c.  Identify actions/programs that we can implement to reduce the barriers.

Examples of Barriers:  Seniors who don’t take math, one size fits all curriculum, and calculator use at expense of number sense.”

26. “Good start in discussing issues but now need to identify 1 or 2 things we can do to actively address the issue.”

27. “For the future, it would be helpful to have a clear objective/product that we hope to produce accomplish.”

28. “More structure around topics and discussion.”

29. “A more specific topic to discuss: calculator use, student attributes, even content specific topics.”

30. “I’m result oriented-it would be good to have an end product/document produced for each meeting-with an identified goal or target.”

31. “More structure for discussion groups.”

32. “How do we get our findings to the admin types that make the final decisions?”

More College Representatives Needed and Large Group Discussion

33. “One CC, 1 TC, 1 university rep in each meeting group.

34. “Include a rep from tech school and private colleges as well.”

35. “I like the present format.”

36. “I would have liked to hear Linda Cave from WWU talk, but I was in a different group, so maybe one big session would have been better or more WWU people attending.”

37. “Would have liked more discussion with whole group.”

38. “Frequent (once every quarter) meetings in order to build trust and communication.”

39. “I like the format but my group was small.  I would have liked being in a larger group to hear more perspectives.”

HOW to Prepare/Teach Students to be College Ready
40. “More focus on ‘How do we do it’ in our high schools.”

41. “How can we change the attitude of our society towards math?”

42.  “Specific how to’s? What to do?”

43. “How do we encourage/motivate those students not going into college with math?”

44. “Still more information on how we as teachers can “teach differently” to help students be college ready.”

45. “What can counselors do in particular to help this cause?”

46. “How to meet the student need to pass both WASL and be college prepared-testing style differences.”

47. “Collaborative brainstorming on the ‘How’ of getting students college-ready.”

48. “How to incorporate the standards at the district level.”
49. “As a high school teacher:

1.  Strategies to prepare students for college.

2.  Systematic structure to acquire #1

3.  What exactly do my students need to know to go to UW, WWU, BTC, WCC, etc.”

50. “Creative scheduling/course plans to get all students through Algebra II other than summer school.  

51. “Maybe a workshop just for counselors/career ctr folks-‘Help Advising/Counseling for Math Success’. (Helping Your Child be College Ready in Math)  The role counselors can play in this process.”

52. “Is it realistic to assume that all students will be “college-ready.”

Math Placement Tests

53. “Are standardized math placement tests possible?”
54. “I would like a training session in WAMAP in a computer lab, to help develop a math placement test/resource.”

55. “Look at placement tests.  Discuss how we can improve placement testing so it is more accurate.”

56. “Practice placement tests [needed].”

57. “Create statewide math college-placement.”

TMP’s Role: Provide Resources, Information, and Sustainability
58. “Provide info and resources for us to communicate with parents-ways to motivate families of students who struggle in math.”
59. “Provide the authoritative (researched based) voice that promotes college readiness.  Help to answer questions about how we can help students reach these goals.”

60. “As a source of information regarding what we need to continue to do to prepare students.”

61. “Provide resources, materials, opportunities to get together and hear what other schools are doing.  Gather feedback from the college students themselves, not just the professors.”

62. “Help me stay up on what our students need to know.”

