Whatcom County 

Transition Math Project
[image: image1.jpg]www.transitionmathproject.org




Dear District Representatives:

As part of the research work this year on the Transition Math Project, we are assessing the current state of math instruction across the partnership both at the high school and college level.  To accomplish this, the Planning Team has designed two versions of a survey in order to collect information about math programs in your district.  One version of the survey is designed for the school districts and one for community and technical colleges. 
The purpose of this letter is to outline the reasons for collecting the data, how the data will be used, descriptors about the categories, and your role with the survey.
OBJECTIVE OF SURVEY 
Once the data is gathered, we will use this information in two ways.  First, we will compile the information into a district/school report that will be disseminated to all partner organizations and the state TMP.   Second, the data will also assist us in developing a guide to describe the models of instructional practices found in successful mathematics classrooms and professional development strategies that support implementation of these practices.  The remediation data will be used as a baseline for determining the success of the project.   Success factors might include the number of students ready for college level mathematics, increases in students taking more maths in high school, or an increase in standardized assessment scores among specific populations. 
SURVEY CATEGORIES
The following is a description of some of the categories to assist you in collecting data as efficiently and accurately as possible.

Curriculum- What other learning and assessment tools, besides textbooks, are used?  Is this class taught in a traditional or reform manner?  The traditional approach has more of an emphasis on content and a mastery of basic facts of all four operations.  The reform approach focuses on the process of learning such as problem solving, communication, reasoning and connections, and how to achieve content goals.  The curriculum might reflect a combination of both approaches. 
Student Enrollment in Each Course:  Number of students enrolled in each course, including their grade level.
Course Description:  What are the learning objectives and outcomes?
Minimum Math Graduation Requirements:  What is the minimal number and types of math courses a student needs in order to graduate with a high school diploma from your district?

Percentage of Students Taking Pre-College Math Courses:  This data can be found at the following website (http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/college/e_precollegeed.aspx).  Pre-college math is defined as Intermediate Algebra, or Algebra II, and any courses below Algebra II.
YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

As the appointee from your district, we would appreciate your assistance in gathering this information from your school(s).    You may want to recruit the math department chair and/or guidance counselors to help you locate this information.  

Thank you for your continued work and support of the Whatcom County Transition Math Project.  Your help in collecting this important data will significantly facilitate our efforts in providing useful resources and professional development opportunities for math teachers across the county.   Please return the surveys in the self-addressed envelope by Friday, April 6th.   If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me, and I would be happy to assist you in any way.
Sincerely,
Angela Murray
Whatcom County Project Coordinator

(360) 676-6740 ext. 4437
Enclosure:  Survey
