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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs): 


College Readiness Math Test (CRMT)


�What is the CRMT?


Under � HYPERLINK "http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=1906&year=2007" ��House Bill 1906� passed by the 2007 Legislature Washington public higher education is charged with developing a single test and a common performance expectation around college readiness in mathematics and based specifically on the math College Readiness Standards developed through the � HYPERLINK "http://transitionmathproject.org/" ��Transition Math Project�. Further, this test, called the � HYPERLINK "http://www.washington.edu/oea/services/testing_center/crmt/about_crmt.html" ��College Readiness Math Test (CRMT),� should be made available to any interested high school junior or senior beginning in fall 2009 (subject to funding) to help these students understand where they stand with respect to college readiness in math. 





How has the test been developed?


The legislation directed the statewide Transition Math Project to lead and manage the development and implementation of the new test in conjunction with the UW Office of Educational Assessment (OEA), which manages the current math placement testing system for the public baccalaureate institutions (called � HYPERLINK "http://www.washington.edu/oea/services/testing_center/aptp/index.html" ��Academic Placement Testing Program, APTP�). Working in consultation with an advisory group of college and high school math educators, OEA developed test items which were field-tested in fall 2007 and then piloted multiple full versions of the actual test in January 2008. Based on these results, a final version of the test is currently being incorporated into the existing math placement testing process for the public baccalaureate institutions beginning in the fall of 2008 and is available for use by interested community and technical colleges and school districts. These data will be used to set the common cut score (see below); the test will then be fully operational in fall 2009.


  


How—and when—will the common performance expectation (the cut score for “college-ready”) be determined?


The CRMT advisory group met in September 2008 to draft a strategy for gathering data during the 2008-2009 academic year in order to then propose a common performance expectation (“cut score”) based on the data. The recommended cut score would be reviewed and approved by appropriate two-year and four-year system groups and then take effect beginning fall 2009. The “college-ready” cut score would apply to a yet-to-be-finalized set of entry-level college math courses.


How will the designated set of entry-level college math courses be determined? 


Each of the public baccalaureate institutions have individually made a tentative determination of two courses for which the common cut score would qualify students. During 2008-09 a system task force of faculty, instructional administrators, and testing staff will make similar recommendations about the courses to be included in the “college readiness” set for community and technical colleges, beginning by reviewing the community and technical college course equivalencies for the set of courses proposed by baccalaureate institutions. The goal will be to define a consensus list for the system as a whole; individual colleges will be free to add additional courses to the list if they choose.





How much will the test cost?


The fee for the new test is not yet finalized; the current forms of the Math Placement Test cost $15 if taken during the annual APTP statewide testing program, $25 otherwise. The new test will cost no more than the present fees, and depending on the scale of the testing effort, possibly less. High school juniors will take the CRMT for free if the funding as described in the legislation is appropriated. 
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How—and where—will students take the test?


For students entering the public baccalaureate institutions, the test will be available of as one of three options for math placement testing through APTP depending on the level of math in which they are interested. Students currently have two options, the Math Placement Test-Advanced (for calculus placement) and -Intermediate (for pre-calculus placement). The new test, to be called for this purpose the Math Placement Test-General, MPT-G), will primarily provide placement into a yet-to-be-finalized discrete set of entry college-level math courses other than pre-calculus. [Note: outside of the APTP testing system the MPT-G will be referred to as the CRMT; they are the same test.]





Assuming that funding is provided, the test needs to be made available to all high school juniors and seniors starting in fall 2009 with the test being offered at a minimum through designated APTP testing centers and sites each spring (additional options are still being arranged).





For now, a system task force has recommended that community and technical colleges have the option of becoming a designated APTP testing center or site and administering the test to interested incoming students (much like other tests are offered in campus testing centers) or simply referring students to the existing APTP testing process and accepting/honoring the score when submitted by students.


 


How will the scores on the test be used? 


For students entering the baccalaureate institutions and taking the MPT-G, if they meet the cut score they will be offered placement into the designated entry-level college math courses. For high school juniors who take the CRMT and a) meet the cut score requirement, b) fulfill the new HECB minimum admissions requirements (algebra I, geometry, algebra II), including the senior-year requirement of a math or math-based course, and c) enroll in a public baccalaureate the summer or fall following their senior year, the institutions will not require that student to take remedial math. Students may be required to take additional placement tests on entry to be guided into specific courses based on those results, but they won't be required to take a remedial course. The public baccalaureates will implement this pilot for three years (high school juniors in spring 2009 through 2012) and will study the outcomes for students.  





Students entering community and technical colleges will have the option of providing the score on the new test (taken either at the college, if that’s an option, or elsewhere) as an alternative to the existing math placement test currently offered at the college. If the student meets the college-ready cut-score, s/he will be offered placement into any of the designated entry-level college math courses. Students who meet this cut score as high school juniors would need to take senior math with a grade of C or better to qualify for this placement. The current math placement testing for community and technical colleges will continue to be available for all students who a) don’t take the CRMT; or b) take the CRMT but don’t meet the “college readiness” cut score; or c) take the CRMT and meet the cut score but want to take a math course not included in the designated set of first college-level math courses.





Need more information or have additional questions?


About becoming a designated testing center or site or participating in the data collection process for 2008-09: contact Alaina Giesbrecht, � HYPERLINK "mailto:alainadg@u.washington.edu" �alainadg@u.washington.edu� 


About general information regarding the CRMT and/or TMP: contact Bill Moore, � HYPERLINK "mailto:bmoore@sbctc.edu" �bmoore@sbctc.edu�, 360-704-4346
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