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Since the initial planning discussion with local partnership teams attending the TMP Institute in August, we’ve been working to lay the groundwork for a TMP Phase III and connect to major math-related initiatives and potential partners around the state. We’ve also assembled a small group of national advisors to help us refine and focus our plans in light of national efforts. I’ve listed and briefly described the key actions and meetings below:

· The SBCTC budget request includes 1 million for TMP; the HECB budget recommendations include the TMP budget item.
· We’ve submitted a letter of interest to College Spark for modest funding focused on building on/connecting to TMP partnerships with an emphasis on our Achieving the Dream colleges and students of color/low-income students.
· We’ve met with Larry Ehl from the Partnership for Learning, and then Jennifer Vranek and Marc Frazer from Education First Consulting, to update them on TMP activities and plans and learn more about the "funders' group" (Microsoft, Gates Foundation, Allen Foundation, Boeing, and Battelle, I believe) effort to pursue some kind of significant jointly-funded effort around math/science in Washington state. We're in the process of trying to arrange a meeting with Jane Broom from Microsoft to get an update on where things stand currently with that effort. It’s not yet clear to us what will emerge from that group but our discussions with Larry, Jennifer and Marc were very positive and we believe that TMP is positioned to make a significant contribution to any efforts focused on supporting math achievement in Washington state.
· We recruited a national advisory group of math leaders/experts to help us formulate/sharpen a Phase III agenda and advocate for it:

Uri Treisman, University of Texas and director, Charles Dana Center
Kay Merseth, Harvard Graduate School of Education
Jo Boaler, University of Sussex, math educator and researcher
Mary Kennedy, Michigan State University
Kurt Kreith, UC Davis, professor emeritus in math
· We talked with Uri last week and are meeting with Kay this week. Uri is extremely supportive of TMP and very interested in finding ways to connect what we’re doing with the initiatives he is pursuing in Texas and nationally through the Dana Center. He urged us to focus on building high school to college bridges in math through curricular pathways and what he calls “on-ramp courses,” building on our solid existing partnerships and deepening/extending the work using the tools and practices worthy of attention that have been developed through those partnerships. Based on the lessons we’ve learned to date we believe we can scale the work up by tightening the defining parameters for partnerships and focusing on specific successful tools/products while still maintaining the flexibility needed to build and sustain local ownership. He agrees with our commitment to combining a focus on local communities solving local problems with disseminating and learning from those efforts around the state.
· One extremely successful TMP product that offers scalability potential, and is consistent with Uri’s notion of on-ramp courses, is the senior year Advanced Mathematical Reasoning course developed by Project TIME at Green River CC in conjunction with several area school districts, now in its second year of operation in 5 school districts. The Yakima Valley partnership is working on similar “bridge” courses, and we are meeting with Michael Lundin, a Central Washington University math education faculty member who has been involved in TMP from the beginning, about a proposal he has for a statewide project focused on a grade 12 college readiness math curriculum (built around the College Readiness Standards) with embedded professional development. 
· We met with Marc Bergeson and Randy Spaulding from the HEC Board to discuss possible links between TMP work and their Title II NLCB grant funds focused on college readiness  
· We continue participating in the Washington State Education Coordinating Council (an OSPI/ESD partnership which includes additional partners from the major education associations as well as teacher education programs around the state), a group currently working on developing long-range plans for implementing comprehensive and coordinated state system for improving student achievement in math and science. (As a side note, Larry Nyland, Marysville superintendent, is a member of that group—he’s produced a white paper for AWSP and WASA on strategies related to improving math: http://www.wasa-oly.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ABOUTWASA/News/WhitePapers/Mathematics0708.pdf , that is consistent with and reinforcing work underway in TMP).
· We’ve had a series of meetings with Greta Bornemann, OSPI math lead, and Cheryl Lydon, state coordinator for regional math and science professional development coordinators (OSPI/ESD partnership) to explore ways to integrate TMP with their work. Greta and Cheryl are charged with creating professional development strategies for supporting current K-12 math and science teachers; we’ve discussed with them specific ideas around targeted higher education/high school efforts aimed at deepening teacher mathematical understandings and instructional approaches around specific math content areas, beginning with algebra (especially algebra II, aka intermediate algebra).
· We’ve also met with a variety of key math educators and researcher from the public baccalaureates in Washington to explore how TMP might connect to their current projects, including Ginger Warfield, UW math faculty and leader of the Washington Teachers of Teachers of Mathematics, WaToToM, and Ruth Parker, from the Math Education Collaborative-- http://www.mec-math.org/ , who have developed a thoughtful plan for extending Ruth’s excellent work, focused to date mostly on K-8, to high schools with key higher education partners (the proposal was submitted to NSF but turned down); Anita Lenges, The Evergreen State College and Rosemary Sheffield, UW Educational Outreach; and Lani Horn, UW secondary math education, and Jim King, UW math, who are leading a variety of efforts both in Seattle and nationally. You can see a solid if incomplete list of baccalaureate-led math-related projects in a report from WACTE, the organization of the colleges of teacher education.

