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Multiply your options with math
Whenever we operate a computer, follow a recipe, buy a car or consider a college loan, we rely on math skills. We also live in a technologically-rich society, which has drastically increased the need for mathematical thinking and problem solving skills.
Everyone needs to be able to use mathematics in his or her personal life, in the workplace and in further education. Today’s high school students face greater expectations than ever before from the workplace and higher education. High school students need to have greater mathematical competence to solve problems creatively and resourcefully in all parts of life.
Once thought of as only for a brainy few, advanced math is now essential to help all students thrive in a competitive world. Whether students dream of a career in architecture, law enforcement, music, technology or science, advanced math skills form a foundation for future opportunities, not to mention income earning potential. A majority of workers who earn more than $40,000 annually have two or more high school credits at the algebra 2 level or higher, according to the American Diploma Project.

Learn now or pay later
Fifty percent of high school graduates who enter Washington’s two-year colleges directly after high school need to take pre-college math before they are ready for credit math courses. These students soon discover that not only do they have to pay for these courses, but they do not count toward earning degrees and certificates. They missed the opportunity to take the classes in high school and get prepared for college.
Too few students take enough math – or the right math – in high school. In fact, the Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board reports that 40,000 Washington businesses say that they cannot find job applicants with the math skills needed to do entry-level jobs. And while most Washington students – nearly 75 percent – enter some form of college (a job training program, community college or four-year university) within three years of graduating from high school, too many of these students are not ready for college-level math. 
The Transition Mathematics Project – a joint effort between Washington’s K-12 schools, two-year colleges and public four-year universities – is working to motivate more students to take more math in high school to multiply their options in life, work and college. What can you do? Speak with your school representatives now about future planning and the immediate steps you can take to ensure you multiply your options with math. For more information on TMP, go to: http://www.transitionmathproject.org/.  
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