Overview of Placement Tests Used in Washington Two-Year Colleges
ASSET (ACT)   http://www.act.org/asset/index.html 
ASSET: ASSET is a conventional multiple-choice, paper-pencil test distributed by ACT.  Scores are scaled from 0-55 on all math tests, 0-54 in the Writing Skills, and 0-53 in the Reading Skills Test.  This timed test measures a student’s ability in writing, reading, and mathematics.

The ASSET Writing Skills Test is a 36-item, 25-minute test intended to assess basic skills in the areas of punctuation, grammar, diction and style, sentence structure, and capitalization.  The test questions involve sentences with underlined parts, which the examinee marks either correct or incorrect.

The ASSET Reading Skills Test is a 24-item, 25-minute test that measures the ability to find specific information in a passage and to make logical inferences that extend beyond the passage’s information.  The test has three short passages about 375 words each.

In Mathematics, there are four timed tests: Numerical Skills, Elementary Algebra Skills, Intermediate Algebra Skills, and College Algebra Skills.    An examinee has 18 minutes to complete 32 questions consisting of whole number operations, decimals, percents, positive rational operations, and problem solving.  The Elementary Algebra Skills exam consists of 25 items that must be completed in 25 minutes.  The questions cover operations with integers and rational numbers, number theory, operations with algebraic expressions, solving equations, manipulating formulas, and problem solving.  Likewise, the Intermediate Algebra Skills exam has 25 items to be completed in 25 minutes.  The test covers polynomial operations, rational expressions, exponents, systems of equations, solving linear and quadratic equations, coordinate geometry, and problem solving.  Lastly, the College Algebra Skills test also consists of 25 items to be completed in 25 minutes.  The test assesses set theory, simplified radical form, series and sequences, logarithms, number theory, coordinate geometry, domain and range of function, operations with functions, variation, complex numbers, inequalities, matrices, rational expressions, and problem solving.

COMPASS (ACT)    http://www.act.org/compass/ 
COMPASS: The Computer Adaptive Testing Program (COMPASS) is an assessment issued by ACT, which generates individualized tests based on responses.  Essentially, COMPASS assesses students’ abilities in three subject areas: mathematics, reading, and writing.  

In mathematics, COMPASS has five sub-tests labeled pre-algebra, algebra, college algebra, trigonometry, and geometry.  

The Reading Skills test is designed to measure comprehension and prior knowledge in the areas of short fiction, humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences, for which items require multiple-choice responses.  

The Writing Skills Placement Test asks students to find and correct errors in essays to determine if they are ready for entry-level college writing courses, or require remedial help.  The items cover the general categories of Usage/Mechanics (punctuation, basic grammar, usage, sentence structure) and Rhetorical Skills (strategy, organization, and style in effective writing).

Each of the above-mentioned tests is scored on a scale of 0-100.  The scores indicate a percentage of correct answers expected out of 200 items, but the scores do not directly translate into a percentage.  A score on a math test is determined as the percentile rank of the examinees in the tryout sample with a sum of item scores similar to the examinee in question.

ACCUPLACER (College Board) http://www.collegeboard.com/highered/apr/accu/accu.html 

ACCUPLACER is a computer adaptive test (CAT) designed to provide placement, advisement, and guidance information for students entering two- or four-year institutions of higher education.  Scores are reported on a scale ranging from 20-120 based on the number of items a student can be expected to answer correctly if a 120-item test were taken.  

The ACCUPLACER Sentence Skills, Reading, Arithmetic, Elementary Algebra and College Level Mathematics tests are included in the concordance tables.  In the Reading Comprehension Test, approximately twenty questions of two types are administered. The first type consists of a reading comprehension passage followed by a question based on the text.  Both short and long narratives are provided.  The second type of question, sentence relationships, presents two sentences followed by a question about the relationship between these two sentences.

In the Sentence Skills Test, approximately twenty questions are asked consisting of two types.  The first type is sentence correction sentences, which require an understanding of sentence structure.  The second type is construction shift questions.  These ask that a sentence be rewritten according to the criteria shown while maintaining essentially the same meaning as the original sentence.

Arithmetic has approximately 16 questions that test operations with whole numbers and fractions; operations with decimals and percents; and applications and problem solving.  

The Elementary Algebra test has approximately twelve questions that test operations and ordering of rational numbers; operations of expressions and formulas; and evaluating equations, inequalities, and word problems.  

Lastly, the College-Level Mathematics test has 20 questions to assess proficiency of topics in intermediate algebra through precalculus.  This evaluation covers six general categories such as algebraic operation, solutions of equations and inequalities, coordinate geometry, topics in linear algebra, functions and trigonometric functions.

