November 2005 Washington State Math Placement Meeting Summary

Questions/Issues

Placement & Diagnostic Assessment

How do we handle security on a computer based test?

What is the difference between placement/diagnostic/performance exams

What is purpose of a placement test? Should we reconstruct placement tests to reflect the conceptual foundations addressed in the EALRs and WASL?

Does anyone assess assessment tests as to effectiveness?  Is self selection 
as effective?

What are the consequences of testing procedural and conceptual math as 
exclusive?  How do we achieve balance?

How do we align placement test with state GLE's?

Cultural sensitive/relevant issues:  how is that currently addressed in placement tests?

How do you test skills and concepts?

Diagnostic testing - does readiness testing reduce remedial placement, example Kentucky found no improvement?

Are there ways other than testing to measure readiness?

Can there be counseling in placement policies?

To what degree do common competencies influence readiness and how are they assessed?

Is there an elementary level assessment system that could inform the players even earlier?

How well do each of the placement tests reviewed this morning align with the new Washington college ready math standards?

Mega Question - Conceptually what is the role of placement testing in the high school/community college/BI transition?

Diagnostic tests needed?  Where do standardized diagnostic tools fit?

There's a need to align the conceptual nature of the WASL and the skill/procedural nature of placement tests.
Depth of knowledge questions (that are more heavily weighted) in addition to skill questions.

Multipronged assessment - motivation, skills and conceptual ability

Humanistic/student friendly so students don't have to take multiple tests.

Placement test skills vs. concept - symbolic/concept.

How to align conceptual/procedural placement test items with WASL/GLE and college-readiness standards?

State-wide community college/college placement.  Test assesses topics in algebra 2/intermediate algebra - what would be the topics of such a test?  How would up place students?  Below?  Above?

System Issues

How do we balance the need for consistency with local control?

How can we challenge objectives of placement tests, high school, colleges?

How can we align objectives of placement tests; high school, colleges?

How to pursue a statewide policy strategy so we don't have local systems do their own thing.  (Causes variance in quality and/or rigor)  If we leave it up to students they’ll take as little math as possible.

If we have a statewide placement test how will we ensure consistency with course numbering?

What about direct transfer agreements between high school and post-secondary institutions?  With performance component?

Are community colleges going to get high school students who fail to meet standard on the WASL?

Do we want state-wide placement tests for community colleges?  Not sure we do.

Communication

How can we enhance conversations between high school and college faculty?

Why only educate high school level teachers/students?

How can we ensure that students who pass the WASL-math know what it does and doesn't mean for college readiness?

How do we get information to kids about their direction (towards college-readiness) and how do they need to get them?  Prior to college entry and with enough time to do something about it (11th grade)?

Currently we send mixed messages about readiness--need greater consistency of messages.    Black/white the 2 yr. and 4 yr. systems [??].

Open "access"?  Acknowledging open enrollment in 2 yrs but being honest/clear about what it will take to take credit bearing courses.

Early testing for advising and placement in high school or with available modules for adult/post high school students for review.

Key theme: Student awareness
How do we get students to take the tests seriously?
How can we effectively communicate to high school students and parents the differences between "minimum standards" and "college-ready standards"?  Can there  be state-wide help dissemination of our TMP college-ready standards?

Getting more information to high school students to get them more engaged in their learning (mid-high school not 12th grade), understanding how to get out of remedial courses.

What can colleges do to communicate expectations for college placement and readiness for high school teaches and administrators.

How do we get early information to students about college readiness, before they reach their senior year?

Curriculum

What can we use as an alternative to pre-calc/calc senior year?

Curriculum changes in response to discovered deficiencies?  Any examples?

What roles should arithmetic skills play in college level math

What should the 4th year of math be?  Statistics, physics, calculus/pre-calculus?

Agreement on use of technology (when important).

WASL is driving student education and topics offered and taught in  high school algebra
Focus in high school on WASL, not college readiness which affects curriculum alignment.

What is the appropriate use of technology?  Specifically, we need direction/decisions/communication about calculator proficiency vs. calculator dependency.  We feel a calculator can be a good learning tool.

Should we have a standardized intermediate algebra curriculum?  Do we need it?

Senior year not rigorous enough for college readiness.  

Specific/Miscellaneous

What happened with the HECB process to increase the minimum admissions requirements? What's the "state's" opinion on increasing the minimum graduation requirements specifically in math?

In California - how is the info from placement/diagnostic tests fed back to the K-12 system?

In California - question about impact on course taking after placement in 11th grade.  Sequencing issues in reality black/white when they get results and when they select courses.  Where do we go from here? 

What grade level is the WASL?

Can you take just the diagnostic portion of Compass or ACCUPLACER to get information to high school teachers/students?

Why not allow all juniors and sophomores take the ASSET?

College admissions conditional based on final transcript?

For John Roth:

Diagnostics to students/faculty/advisors - really possible?  Extra cost?

How do we implement the routing rules?

How do we measure under placement?

Does it cost extra to have ACT analyze our student's success rates if they follow placement recommendations?

Do you have data for correct placement disaggregated by demographic groups?

For Marshall:

Is it possible to see your 15 depth of knowledge questions.

Need more info on MAA placement testing work

For Kay:  

8th slide - What is definition of dropping out?

Suggestions for Next Steps

Research

Research nationwide best practices in placement

Great need to clarify what our assessment needs are - what do we have right now?  Where are the gaps?  Hopefully addressed by Achieve study.  Sort out issues/confusion around the intent/purpose of different test including the WASL and various placement tests (diagnostic, placement, system check)

In depth look by math people at the different placement devices being used; MAA, U of U's, CSU

Further review in best practices:  California for example.

What are the components of an effective placement program?  Best practices retreat?

Gather tracking data on students: check high school grades and where they place in college

Communication/Advising Strategies

Early communication to students/parents.  Talk to high school juniors or younger about college readiness.  How can student get ready?  Schools need to give solutions.

Heighten awareness about importance of taking math and consequences for not taking math.

Advising based on 10th grade WASL, including encouragement to be college ready.  (Advertise college readiness standard) 

Institute a class review for college - evening class for community college, summer for baccalaureate. Institutions.  (Based on high placement in subjects other than math.)  Collect some information on success rates using different approaches.  Some comparison of benchmark measures?

Educate teaches on advising students on college requirements.

Feed back on placement/WASL for all students and instructors.

Communication between disciplines - math and others.

Panel discussion at WAMATC conference.  Best practices, statistics on success for math people with areas of strengths.

Put together a web site that would give students an idea of what is expected of them if they are college bound.

Expand the audience to public about our successful projects, goals, etc.

Curriculum/Teaching

Expand pedagogy learning styles, multiple ways to present concepts.

Create a set of curricular tools and pathways (course sequencing).

College readiness - maintaining readiness for math classes; awareness of reasoning process; linked classes?  Practical math?

Explain the role mathematical thinking plays in decision making.  Perhaps a class on uses/thinking of various disciplines.

Collaboration between college and high school instructors on problems, type of instructions, environments, teaching methods, changes in pedagogy.

Train teachers for various math courses to raise instructor math level.

Looking at certification and level of math background teaching at the junior high/middle school/high school math level.

Evaluate the course topics and define required course topics for 1st through 4th year high school math and alignment with WASL.

Regional meetings with community college and high school math teachers

Senior level math courses needed (75% of students without a math course take remedial math

Assessment

Develop assessment for readiness standards; pilot test to high school/college students.

Build a new placement test based on the new standards - ensure diagnostic component - evaluate its validity for both purposes. (Who? When? Funded how?)

Develop diagnostics that extend into earlier grades.
Other

Re-evaluate educational responsibility from high school teacher to high school student

